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About the Hurricane
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Storm surge is a large dome of water, 50 to 100 miles wide that sweeps across the coastline along
and to the right of where the eye makes landfall. The stronger the hurricane winds, the higher the
storm surge. The storm surge can be more than 15 feet in major hurricanes. Storm surge poses the
greatest threat to life and property for coastal communities.

Computer simulations of a major

hurricane landfall clearly show the

huge impact a storm surge could have

South Padre on a low lying coastal community.

Laguna Vista  Island Communities such as the Town of

Portisgbel South Padre Island (pictured to the

left) would be completely submerged

:°” o if @ major hurricane made a direct
rownsyville .
Brownsyville hit.
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Storm surge from a major
hurricane has the potential to
submerge and destroy most of
the coastal properties in South
Padre Island, Port Isabel, and
Laguna Vista. Evacuating well
inland before a major storm
strikes can save your life.
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Deep South Texas Storm Surge Inundation Map

Area Inundated By a
Storm Surge of This Height

I 4fFeetto b Feet

[ 6 Feet to 8 Feet
9 Feet to 12 Feet
13 Feet to 18 Feet

[ 18+ Feet

This map indicates the potential inundation area by a storm surge of the listed height.
To determine water depth you must subtract your elevation. Accuracy is +/- 20%.




Inundation Maps

Coastal Cameron County Storm Surge Inundation Map

Area Inundated By a Storm
Surge of This Height

I 4 Feetto 5 Feet

6 Feet to 8 Feet
9 Feet to 12 Feet
13 Feet to 18 Feet

18+ Feet

This map indicates the potential inundation area by a storm surge of the listed height. To determine
water depth you must subtract your elevation. Accuracy is +/- 20%.

Want to see more high resolution storm surge maps? Go To:
& weather.gov/rgv
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Inundation"Maps

Port Isabel/South Padre Island

Area Inundated By a Storm
Surge of This Height

I 4Feetto 5Feet
6 Feet to 8 Feet
9 Feet to 12 Feet
13 Feet fo 18 Feet
18+ Feet

These maps show the potential
inundation area by a storm surge
of the listed height. Colors in the
reds and oranges indicate the
highest danger. To determine
water depth you must subtract
your elevation. All of these
maps have an accuracy of
+/- 20 percent.

Coastal Willacy County

Area Inundated By a Storm
Surge of This Height

I 4 Feet to 5 Feet

6 Feet to 8 Feet

“The greatest potential 7 Feet 1o 12 Feet
for loss of life related to 13 Feetlo 18 Feet
a hurricane is from the

storm surge.”

18+ Feet

- National Hurricane Center




Flooding and Tornado€’s

Theremnants of Tropical Storm Amelia (August 1978) produced excessive rainfallin
the Hill Country with 3-day maximum rainfall amounts around 48 inches at Medina.
There were 27 fatalities in the disasterous flash flooding along the Medina and
Guadalupe Rivers.

Hurricane Carla produced 26 tornadoes across southeast Texas in September
1961. An F4 tornado struck Galveston killing 8 and injuring 55 while destroying 120
buildings. It remains the deadliest tornado associated with a hurricane.
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Destructive Winds
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: Saffir Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale ‘
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Planning and Preparing

Preparing Your Home Before the Storm
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Planning and Preparing

Business and Employee Preparation
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Protecting Your Boat - Marine Preparations
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Special’Needs and! Pefs

General Preparations for People With Special Needs
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Preparing for Your Pet’s Safety @2.}1 ‘“
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Connrecting People and Services
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Contact Info/Supply“Kit

Emergency Contact Information

T

m Humicane Supply Kit
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lihe P-3 Hurricane Hunter










Aumicane Forecasis
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www.hurricanes.gov
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Remember that hurricane conditions can be felt hundreds of miles
away from the center of the storm. DO NOT wait for a hurricane watch
or warning before beginning your initial preparations, as it may be
too late to complete them.

weather.gov/rgv




Final Checklists

0066 666666

EVACUATE IMMEDIATELY IF ORDERED TO DO SO!

06006 666666

6 66 ¢6¢

@ DO NOTEXPECT EMERGENCY RESPONDERS TO BE OF ANY ASSISTANCE WHEN THE MOST DANGEROUS
CONDITIONS ARE OCCURRING! ‘@



eep South Texas Hurricane Histony

[uriieene Baulkelh (1987)




Hurricane Dolly:




l' Urricane lke

H




College Student Preparaiion
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Evacuation

TXDOT Road Conditions

TXDOT Pharr Office

Emergency Broadcast Information
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Evacuation
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Evacuation
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vacuation Level
C1, wi

C2, w2
C3, W3

C4, W4
C5, W5

JE000

Call 2-1-1 and register every year if you will need bus transportation
% One piece of luggage per person. Have ID and any medications.



Emergency Information

@ County Emergency Management
@ Sheriff’s Office

@ Brownsville Emergency Management

@ Harlingen Emergency Operations Center

@ San Benito Emergency Operations Center

@ Port Isabel Emergency Operations
Center

@ Town of South Padre Island
Emergency Management

@ County Emergency Management

@ Sheriff’'s Office

@ McAllen Emergency Management

@ Mission Emergency Operations Center
@ Edinburg Emergency Management

@ Pharr Emergency Management

@ Weslaco Emergency Management

@ County Emergency Management

@ County Emergency Management

@ Sheriff's Office

@ County Emergency Management

@ Sheriff's Office

=

@ County Emergency Management

@ Sheriff's Office

@ County Emergency Management

@ Sheriff's Office

@ County Emergency Management

@ Sheriff's Office
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US Department of Homeland Security

National Red Cross FEMA

Community Resource Information:
Do Not Call 911 for Non-Emergencies!



Returning Home

IF YOU EVACUATED THE AREA, WAIT FOR AN ALL CLEAR FROM THE CITY OR 'i

COUNTY BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO RETURN TO YOUR HOME. BE PREPARED TO
SHOW PROOF OF RESIDENCE BY HAVING A COPY OF YOUR LATEST UTILITY BILL.




Returning Home
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We're here for your
and after the storm.
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